
                 

 
 

Principal’s Message 

 
December, 2019 

 

Dear PRS Community, 

 
Wishing your family a wonderful holiday season! 

It is incredibly difficult to believe that we are 

already in the month of December.  The students and 

teachers have been working hard this year.  I thank 

all of you for taking the time in the next few weeks 

to meet with your child’s classroom teacher and other 

staff to celebrate the academic and social growth at 

parent/teacher conferences.  If you have not set up 

a time to meet with your child’s teacher(s), please 

make a point to do so.   

In addition to the instruction and learning at PRS, I 

am proud to share many extra activities that have 

occurred in November and also share some upcoming 

events…   

We had our Annual Veteran’s Day celebration on 

November 11th.  Over 35 Veterans from our 

community joined us.  The celebration was so 

touching, I’m not sure there was a dry eye in the 

room.   

The PTO hosted a very successful Scholastic Book 

Fair and a Donuts for Dads as well as its second 

annual Paint Night!  Thank you to all who chose to 

participate in these family activities.   

Our 4th graders participated in bike week where 

they learned all about bike safety regulations and 

learned how to ride a bike.  In addition UTC worked 

with our fourth graders on a rocket launching 

activity! 

Our Student Leadership group completed their 

second assignment; a food drive for the local  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

food bank.  Thank you to all of our families who 

helped support the collection of nonperishable food 

items.   

We had our annual Senior Readers Day where over 20 

senior citizens joined us to read carefully selected 

literature to the students and on that same day we 

participated in Read for the Record which is a shared 

reading experience that occurs in many schools 

across the nation.     

I am so grateful to be a part of this wonderful, 

caring and involved community!  Enjoy the magic of 

the season!  Michelle 

Parent Teacher Conferences Continue:  Wednesday, 

December 18 

Holiday Break:  Monday, December 23rd,  2019 

through Thursday, January 2nd, 2020. 
 

Fondly,  
 

Michelle Dixon 

 

                         

 

 DEcemBER 

 PAWPRINTS 

 

“Kindness, Acceptance and Manners” 



                
 
 

 

 
Hello Kindergarten Families!  We are working hard in 

school.  We have learned all about the characters and 

the setting in a story.  We focused on the sequence 

and order in a story.  What happened first, next, 

then and last.  It is fun to look closely, talk about and 

share our books.  Be sure to be working on our sight 

words and read each day.  Math is moving into 

measuring and how we can use different tools to 

measure the same objects.  We hope you’re using 

Dreambox at home to build you math foundational 

skills. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Grade News 
 

       Did you know that books can teach you things? 

No, not just facts and information like you’d read in 

nonfiction books, but really important lessons too! 

We’ve been reading FICTION books and learning so 

much from the characters – from the way they 

change and from the lessons they learn as a result of 

events in the book. It has been a great month of 

learning how to be good people, to be proud of who we 

are, and not to judge others! 

We have also written fiction stories about turkeys 

disguised as other animals, people, and things. We’ve 

used our phonics skills we are learning and our sight 

word practice to really start to find and fix our own 

spelling mistakes – we’re getting to be pros! 

Math was exciting because we learned all about 

shapes and their attributes. We can identify, sort, 

and use these shapes in so many ways! We’ve jumped 

back into story problems now with our new unit and 

we will even start to SUBTRACT! 

This is an exciting time of year for first graders with 

so much growth!   

 

 

       
 

Second Grade Braniacs 
November has been a very busy month for second 

grade!  There has been lots of learning, and it has 

been so much fun!  In health, the second graders 

have been learning about their brains and its 

function.  They learned that the brain has many parts 

to it such as the cerebellum, the cerebrum, the brain 

stem, and the skull, and that each part of the brain 

has a very important job.  The students learned that 

they need to take care of their brain because there 

are millions of nerves that carry messages to the 

rest of our bodies.  In health, the students also 

learned that they can be influenced by the TV, 

stores, and friends, and that they need to think 

about the decisions they make.  The used a graphic 

organizer that supported their learning with decision 

making.  

 

Second grade also had an "Off the Grid" night where 

parents and students came in one evening to play 

board games together.  It was a lot of fun to see 

each other, make play dates, and have some good old 

fashioned fun!  Second grade rocks! 



 

 

 

 

 
Third Grade Mathematicians 

Third graders have just completed our Grocery 

Stamps and Measuring Strips unit. The focus for this 

unit was the introduction and early development of 

multiplication. Students made use of realistic 

contexts: inside a grocery store; postage stamps; city 

building; tiled patio and baker's trays. They were 

encouraged to use efficient grouping to determine 

totals.  

Math Skills at Work: Grocery Shopping 

Here are some ways to reinforce fundamental math 

concepts including operations, estimation, and working 

with currency. Don't try all of these activities on one 

shopping trip—you'll never get home! But one or two 

will add a dose of fun and learning. 

Estimation: 

Before shopping, have your child write down an 

estimate of the cost of each item on the grocery list. 

 Let him hold different types of vegetables 

that weigh approximately the same amount 

(potatoes and onions work well). Have him put 

one in each hand and estimate which one is 

heavier, then use the scale to test his 

estimation. 

Comparison: 

 Compare the costs of different brands of 

items, looking at the size of the package and 

deciding which is the better deal for the 

money.  

 Compare the actual cost of your groceries to 

your child's earlier estimation. 

 Compare the quality of items vs. the cost per 

unit and discuss whether quality makes a 

difference in terms of getting the best deal. 

 

Multiplication: 
Take your child through the produce section and 

point out how the fruits and vegetables are priced 

(per pound or individually). Have her calculate how 

much it would cost to purchase three apples or four 

pounds of grapes. This lesson can be extended at 

home by using the sales flyer to calculate the sale 

price vs. the regular price. 

 

 Notes from Fourth Grade 
This month the students have enjoyed reading a 

variety of fictional stories, including many myths.  

Students are reading myths from different cultures 

and learning about how these traditional tales were 

passed down orally to teach a lesson (cautionary), or 

explain an event in nature (creationary).  Students 

are comparing story elements, themes, point of view, 

and characters between different myths and modern 

day stories. Over the next few weeks, the students 

will be working on writing fictional narratives. Many 

of the students are using the myths they have read 

as inspiration in their own writing. 

              

 

                



Life of a Fifth Grade Student at P.R.S.  
 

You want to have fun when you learn,right??? That is 

what P.R.S. school is all about. You get awesome 

science experiments, make colorful posters, and 

songs in math to help you understand it better. In the

 midst of all this fun learning, we are getting great 

learning. Learning is so much fun at P.R.S.  

  

When the class is multiplying fractions we use color 

and make posters. The time flies and our partners are

 amazing!  Recently we have been working on a 

fraction marathon. Also, we are pretending to plan a 

new park for children. Our job is to plan and compare 

blacktop areas of two different lots in town.  

shading in blacktop space and doing the same for 

another then comparing the two. It was fun planning, 

drawing and comparing proportions of blacktops. The 

fifth grade teachers are skilled at making learning 

how to multiply fractions fun and easy.   

  
Science is awesome with mind-blowing experiments. 

For example at the end of our explosions unit we 

shook a soda bottle and then we opened it and the 

soda exploded. We have been working on planets and 

gravity and how gravity keeps the planets in orbit 

around the sun. We hung up colorful posters  

and wrote an explanation to go with it. SCIENCE 

RULES!!!   

  

In social studies we finished up Alexander Hamilton 

and the thirteen headed monster. We made posters 

and explanations to go along with it. We also just 

finished up the U.S. Government. The unit we are 

currently on is researching famous inventors. The 

fifth grade is taking notes and reading books about 

all sorts of famous people.  

  

Fifth graders need to stick together and become a 

close team, to help prepare for middle school. We will 

take what we learn and keep pressing on. 

Together we can make a fantastic fifth grade! 

     

 Written by: Sydney Hardy  

 

 
 

 

GRAPHIC NOVELS POPULAR AT  

PRS LIBRARY 
 

Graphic novels are favorites of many readers. What 

is the appeal?  Most would say they are fun, exciting, 

and easy to read.   The mix of less text and more 

visual content makes completion of a larger novel less 

intimidating. Attracting and motivating kids to read, 

graphic novels help develop the love of reading. 

 

Graphic novels can be a great stepping stone to longer 

texts.  The art work makes it easier for readers to 

relate to the characters and imagine how it would 

feel to be in a similar situation. Students have the 

opportunity to read about diverse characters.  The 

stories move quickly, the plots are exciting and there 

is often a good dose of action along the way.  This 

makes them exciting to read.  They can read them 

over and over and build reading confidence. The 

bestselling graphic novelist Raina Telgemeier notes 

"Being able to draw visual information from pictures 

helps so many readers.  Content, environment, feeling 

emotions: it's all there." 

 

Many genres are written in graphic novel format 

including fantasy, realistic fiction, historical fiction, 

biography, and nonfiction.  Most are written in 

series. Some of the favorites at PRS are Smile, 

Sisters, Drama, and Ghosts by Raina Telgemeir, 

Babysitters Club series by Gale Galligan, Bone series 

by Jeff Smith, Awkward and Brave by Svetiana 

Chmakova, The Amulet Series by Kazu Kibuishi, Hilo 

series by Judd Winick, Dogman series by Dave Pilkey, 

Zita the Space Girl series by Judd Wick, and 

Hazardous Tales by Nathan Hale.  Graphic novels are 

some of the most checked out titles. 

 



 

English Language 

There are many languages spoken in our PRS 

community.  The most common are Spanish, Arabic, 

Polish, and Mandarin.    

 

Kindergarten students are working on the alphabet, 

letter sounds and writing letters. First graders are 

learning about families and what they do together. 

Second graders are learning about communities and 

the similarities and differences to our community. 

Third graders are reading a Magic Tree House book 

called Buffalo Before Breakfast, this ties in with 

their study of Native Americans. Fourth graders are 

researching the Great Pyramid and Ancient Egypt.  

Fifth graders are writing about a place they would 

like to visit.  

 

Our annual state assessment is fast approaching. 

Testing will begin the middle of January.  Students 

will be assessed on Listening, Speaking, Reading and 

Writing.  

 

       
 

Music Notes 
Music has been a busy place for PRS this fall! 

Students in 4th and 5th grade that participate in band 

and orchestra started lessons in September and have 

been working hard since. Select instrumental music 

students performed for the Veteran’s Day assembly, 

various Tiger Time assemblies and the Holiday Sing 

Along. All students in PRS have been learning songs, 

instruments and musical concepts in music class along 

with preparing to perform at Tiger Time and other 

assemblies held throughout the Fall. Students in 4th, 

5th and 2nd grades sang at the Veteran’s Day 

assembly. All 4th grade students sang in the Holiday 

Sing Along.  Students in 3rd grade learned about 

Native American music and instruments which 

culminated in a performance at the December Tiger 

Time. Students in 5th grade have started to prepare 

for the beginning of chorus in January where they 

will prepare for their spring concert which will be 

held on March 11, 2019 at 7pm. 5th grade band and 

orchestra students will also be performing at the 

spring concert. Students in 3rd grade are learning to 

read music on the staff in preparation for playing 

recorder in the spring. 3rd grade students will also 

be invited to choose a band or orchestra instrument 

in late spring as they are eligible to play an 

instrument in 4th grade. Be on the lookout in late 

spring for paperwork regarding instrumental music 

sign up. We are looking forward to a busy and 

exciting spring for music here at PRS with various 

performances planned. We look forward to seeing 

families at our spring concert and other musical 

events throughout the year!  

 

                                  

          

 

 

 

 

 

                

 

 

 

Important Dates 
 

Dec. 23-Jan. 1    Winter Vacation 

Jan. 20         Martin Luther King Day - no 

school 

Feb. 13-17    February Recess – no school 

 

Principal              Michelle Dixon 

Secretary            Lisa Lovett 

Clerk                 Carol Scheuing 

Nurse                    Colleen Heneghan 

Main Number            648-5025 

 

Visit our Website: 

www.southwindsorschools.org/prs 

 

 

http://www.southwindsorschools.org/prs


 
 

 

                                                                      

                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                             

                       

 

 

 

                

 
 
 

 

 
 

                                                                           


